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Our Successes

The first official program year for the SCCWS was an incredible success. The SCCWS developed a recog-
nizable identity within the Swift Current Creek Watershed by presenting the SCCWS program plan to more than
800 people at local meetings and by advertising on the radio. Besides these promotions and our public educa-
tion and awareness program (see details below), we have assisted other watershed initiatives such as working
with local Prairie Water Care groups, and the Voluntary Septic Tank Testing program at Blanke’s Beach, Lac
Pelletier. We are also helping out other groups that are just forming in other watersheds!

Public Interest Meetings

Watershed Stewardship & Water Management in
Saskatchewan (April 2002)

Water Quality in the Swift Current Creek Watershed
(Urban Wastewater, Agriculture, and Recreational
Perspectives) (December 2002)

Regulations for cattle on creeks (February 2003)

Workshops and field days

Hosting the "Living By Water" and "Home site Assessor
Training" Workshops at Lac Pelletier (June 2002)

Livestock Management and Water Quality Along the
Creek (November 2002)

"Know Your Watershed" Newsletters

Swift Current Creek Water Supply System (Vol. 1 No. 1)
Water and Sewer: Necessities of Life (Vol. 1 No. 2)
Water Quality and the Watershed (Vol. 1 No. 3)
2002-2003 SCCWS Annual Report (Vol. 1 No. 4)

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES

For the 2002-2003 program year, the Swift Current Creek
Watershed Stewards received funding from the Agricultural
Environmental Stewardship Initiative (AESI), a program under the
Canadian Adaptation and Rural Development Fund in Saskatchewan
(CARDS). Funding for the CARDS program is provided by
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. The SCCWS also received finan-
cial support from the City of Swift Current. The SCCWS used these
funds for expenditures including: newsletter production, advertise-
ment and promotion, travel costs, web hosting and employee salary.
Audited financial statements for the fiscal year ending November 30,
2002, are available upon request.

Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards

General Annual Meeting
May 28th, 2003

2:00 - 4:00 PM
Thomson Room
Airport Road, SPARC, Swift Current

A Steering Committee Meeting will be held from
10:00 AM - 2:00PM in the Thomson Room before
the General Annual Meeting.

CREDITS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Local Relevance

Addressing local matters with discussion and comments.
Examples: the provincial "Source to tap" publication, the City
of Swift Current sewage effluent release (2003), septic tank
testing at Lac Pelletier

Web site Development

(http://www.t2.net/sccws)

Local trade shows and conferences

Shaunavon Show-a-Rama 2002
Hobby Gun and Craft show 2002
Focus on Lifestyles (2001, 2002)

Fact sheets

Prairie Water Care, Water Conservation
Recreational Water Use Facts, What is a Watershed,
Who are the Watershed Stewards?

Producer Highlight: Dwane Morvik

Swift Current Creek Watershed Facts

Lac Pelletier: Tips for Lakeside Living

2003 - 2004:
What's Coming...

STEWARDSHIP WORKSHOPS:

We are working with the Partners for the Saskatchewan River
Basin, local schools and summer camps to deliver an outdoor,
creek-side or lake-side workshop for 300 kids age 7 -14.

ENHANCEMENT FIELD DAYS:

We will host a tour of farm demonstration sites that have under-
taken water projects that are beneficial to the watershed

KNOW YOUR WATERSHED
NEWSLETTER

We will publish information related to stewardship that is timely
and locally relevant.

STATE OF OUR ‘SHED:

We are creating a summary of the water quality information that
has been gathered in our watershed

We gratefully acknowledge the support and assistance of many persons and organizations toward the completion of this newsletter. In addition to the article contributions listed with each
article, the following persons contributed to newsletter content and development: Dan Knutson with the City of Swift Current, Randy McKeil with the PFRA and Bob Springer with the
Saskatchewan Watershed Authority. The City of Swift Current and the Canadian Adaptation and Rural Development Fund in Saskatchewan (CARDS) provided the SCCWS with funding for
our 2001-2002 project year. Funding for the CARDS program is provided by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.

""Know Your Watershed' is a newsletter produced by the Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards. Editor: Cher King. Assistant Editor: Jenna King.
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How it all began...Swift Current Creek
Watershed Stewardship

Swift Current
Creek and its
tributaries (Bone
Creek, Rock
Creek and Jones
Creek) are a
large part of the
livelihood of
everyone in the
watershed -
whether we use
their waters for
drinking or earn-
s ing our living.

Information Source: meeting minutes from 1998 to 2002

November ‘98:
A group of government representatives meet to address water
quality concerns raised by the City of Swift Current.

January ‘99:

A review of the water quality information shows no obvious
decrease in quality but the group feels that promoting stream
stewardship values and increasing water quality monitoring
would still be a beneficial activity because of public concerns
regarding water quality.

Photo courtesy of
Alma Ferguson.

March ‘99:
An effluent spill from the City of Swift Current lagoons into the B
creek. Mission Statement: Enhance water
January ‘01:

quality and stream health of the Swift
Current Creek Watershed by promoting
awareness and understanding
among water users

A public informational meeting is held and representatives from

all areas of the watershed attend. A steering committee is

appointed to discuss future options for a stewardship group.

June ‘01:

The Steering Committee names the group the "Swift Current

Creek Watershed Stewards" (SCCWS) and decides on the

groups’ mission statement and goals. The first publication is

released, introducing the concept of watershed stewardship.
September ‘01:

The first SCCWS General Meeting. A Board of Directors is

formed, and the SCCWS apply for program funding.
November ‘01:

The SCCWS receive funding under the Agricultural

Environmental Stewardship Initiative of CARDS and is formally

incorporated as the Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards
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Volunteer Member

When did you join the SCCWS?
Spring 2002

South Saskatchewan River

Member oft/w Boavd

When did you join the SCCWS?
January 2002

Why did you join?
Because of the activities of SCCWS and its mandate, | became interested
in joining and supporting this rural/urban multi-stakeholder group. "Water" is
the mainstay for human, animal and plant life and for economic development.
Thus access to water and water use are becoming increasingly important
issues here in semiarid southwest Saskatchewan. | am convinced that envi-
ronmental solutions can only be achieved through cooperative and united
efforts instead of arbitrary ‘top-down’ imposition by regulatory agencies of vari-
ous levels of government. We must learn to work together for the one thing
we all have in common - our unending need for clean and safe water.

Stewart Valley

= Why did you join?

| spent many hours learning to swim and playing in the
creek as a young boy. In the mid 40's, the Swift Current
horse plant killed many horses and dumped their remains
in the creek. For a very long time, the creek ran red. From
this point on, | vowed to do my part to clean up the creek. |
became involved with the SCCWS after being invited to
attend a meeting. My goal is to educate people in our
watershed to protect the creek.
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S ’7‘ . .fpomor: and Donors

Without the effort and assistance of our sponsors, donors and supporters, the Swift Current
Creek Watershed Stewards would not have delivered the range of public.education and aware-

Boavd, of Divectors

As of May 2003 - ness activities in our 2002-2003 program year. Sponsors provide direct financial support for our
- programs and administration, and donors provide necessary materials, equipment and person-
Joan Williamson : Volunteer Member hours at no cost to the SCCWS. We thank all of the following individuals and organizations for
. ' their contribution to our success:
Doug Smith | ' When did you join the SCCWS? s
» January 2001 ponSays:
Reg Parsons > WP ol o Canadian Adaptation and Rural Development Fund in Saskatchewan (CARDS)
Darren Fiddler February, 2002 " The creek has been an integral part of my life even before City of Swift Current
13 Active Members and Duncairn Dam was constructed in the early 1940's. Our Donors: Farm Credit Corp
lan George .y . family also owned a cottage at Lac Pelletier since 1967 Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration Pioneer Coop Agro Centre
56 on the Malllng List - and | have been concerned about water quality in the lake for Saskatchewan Wetland Conservation Corporation  RM of White Valley
' my children and grandchildren. The Prairie Water Care group Sask Water RM of Arlington _
are active volunteers who sample and analyze the lake water Saskatchewan Environment Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
March, 2003 at several sites once a month. The group also take samples (S:gﬁtﬁivi\gtlflt\lgttrrg?stts Em g; gj;g';g?el
22 Active Members and from about fifteen community wells around the lake. The Nature Saskatchewan RM of Lac Pelletier
) SCCWS have raised substantial public awareness of water CKSW 570 RM of Sask Landing

110 on the Mailing List quality in this watershed.

Saskatchewan Agriculture and Rural Revitalization RM of Swift Current
Swift Current Wildlife Federation RM of Webb
Shaunavon Wildlife Federation Partners for the Sask River Basin




