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Agriculture Producers Improving Creek Health!

The Swift Current Creek Agri-Environmental Group Plan (AEGP) began in 2006 and was completed in the summer of
2008. It began asan initiative funded under the Canada-Saskatchewan Agriculture Policy Framework Agreement.

I+ was a complementary program to the Environmental Farm Plan (EFP), which allowed producers to access funding to
address an environmental issue of local concern - in this case, water quality! Landowners within the watershed were
eligible to receive 50% cost recovery to develop projects that would improve water quality on the Swift Current
Creek, Rush Lake Creek, or their tributaries.

Many invasive plants are escapees from
gardens. Can you match these invasive
plants to their names?

The Beneficial Management Practices (BMP's)
eligible for funding included Relocation of
Livestock Confinement and Horticulture
Facilities, Wintering Site Management and
Riparian Area Management.

Through these, producers could apply for cost- Yellow toadflax

shared money for fencing, livestock watering
systems, portable shelters, forage seed, etc.
Producers really care! Over the 2 year span of
the program, 53 different producers submitted
102 project applications!

What are YOU doing to protect
the water in our watershed?

Crested wheatgrass
Baby’s breath
Common burdock

Canada thistle

Common tansy
Ox-eye daisy

Field bindweed

Yellow starthistle

Downy brome

Go to our website for the answers!

Photo credits: Angela Salzl; Debbie Nordstrom; Richard Old, XID Services, Inc., Bugwood.org; Steve
Dewey, Utah State University, Bugwood.org; Peggy Greb, USDA Agricultural Research Service,
Bugwood.ong; Mary Ellen (Mel) Harte, Bugwood org

Our Mission:
Enhance water quality and stream health
of the Swift Current Creek Watershed by
promoting awareness and understanding
among water users

Contact the SCCWS
@ 778-5007
oF WWW.SCCWS.com

2008 Watershed Tour

The Stewards hosted a tour of the watershed on June 19th as part of the Watershed
Protection Plan process in partnership with the Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
(SWA). Participants included SCCWS staff and members, SWA and PFRA personnel,
industry representatives, and various other residents of the watershed.

The tour included many interesting stops such as the City of Swift Current water
treatment plant, Highfield Dam, the Rush Lake Irrigation Project, Duncairn Dam, Lac
Pelletier for lunch, Ferguson Bay, the Rock Creek Hydrometric Station, Town of
IShaunavon effluent project, Pine Cree, and finally the SPARC research station for a
steak supper. We would like to thank the speakers who shared their expert knowledge
lat each of the sites: Kevin Wingert and Gord Hagen (SK Watershed Authority), Ray
Klein (PFRA), Ron Dolter (SK Ministry of Industry), Pete Allen (Town of Shaunaven), ;
Calvin Fiala (SK Ministry of Environment), and Don Lundberg (Landewner, RM of Arlington).

Thanks to everyone who partcipated, as well as Sunwest's bus driver, John, who went where. f
Ino bus has gone before! Also, a big thank you fo Cecile Blanke, a Métis elder who enthralled
us with her stories of Métis heritage at Lac Pelletier, Bryce Burnett for sharing his cowboy
poetry, and Clancy's and the Caddyshack who prepared the food for the tour.

CREDITS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We gratefully acknowledge the support and assistance of
many persons and organizations toward the completion
of this newsletter.

) ; The Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA) and
< About 70% of the earth is covered in SK Watershed Authority (SWA) as well as the many other
water. sponsors who provided the SCCWS with funding for our
2007-2008 project year.
< Freshwater lakes and rivers, ice and snow,
and underground aquifers hold only 2.5% of
the world's water. Saltwater oceans and

seas contain the rest.

30.8% of the world's freshwater supply
is groundwater, including soil moisture,
swamp water and permafrost.

Funding for the Agri-Environmental Group Plan and
Canada-Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Program was
provided by the Agri-Environmental Group Planning
Initiative in Saskatchewan.

Funding for the Swift Current Creek Invasive Plant
Species Control Program is provided through the Native
Plant Society of Saskatchewan - Invasive Alien Species
in the Community and the Provincial Green Strategy.

\h

= Only 0.3% of total global fresh water is
stored in lakes and rivers.

“ Canada has about 25% of the world's
wetlands - the largest wetland area in
the world.

= 15 to 25% of the Prairie Region is wetland.
= 50% of the world's wetlands have been
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RM of SWIFT CURRENT No. 137
RM of SASK LANDING No. 167
RM of EXCELSIOR No. 166

RM of CARMICHAEL No. 108
RM of LAG PELLETIER No. 107

RM of WEBE No. 138

RM of ARLINGTON Ne. 79
RM of MORSE No. 165

RM of COULEE No. 136

RM of BONE GREEK Na. 108

Source: Environment Canada,
http:/ /www.ec.gc.ca/water/en/e_quickfacts.htm
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